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Background: The last decade has seen some promising 

progress in the response to HIV-related TB with an estimated 
1.3 million lives saved between 2005 and 2011 due to scale-
up of collaborative TB/HIV activities. The target set out in the 
Global Plan to Stop TB and endorsed by the UN General 
Assembly to halve HIV-associated TB deaths by 2015 looks to 
be within sight globally. Known HIV status among TB patients 
has seen a conservative increase from 3% in 2004 to  46% in 
2012. The number of TB patients living with HIV initiated on 
ART has increased from less than 10,000 to 305,000 in 2012 
and Isoniazid preventive therapy among eligible people living 
with HIV has surged more than 40-fold from 12,000 to 
519,000. Exciting scientific advances have also been achieved 
more recently with the increased understanding of powerful 
combination prevention strategies such as intensified TB case 
finding, early ART and isoniazid preventive therapy (IPT), and 
the emergence of new technologies such as Xpert MTB/RIF 
for more efficient and timely detection of HIV-associated TB 
and multi-drug resistant TB.  
 
However, whilst progress has been made, the job is far from 
complete and vast gaps in both implementation and research 
remain. Fewer than half of the 1.1 million estimated HIV-
positive incident TB cases were identified in 2012 with only 
28% of estimated TB/HIV cases receiving ART. More than 80% 
of countries still do not report providing IPT to eligible people 
living  with  HIV. Weaknesses in health systems and  patient 
follow-up persist, preventing access to a seamless cascade of 
care from initial presentation to prevention and treatment of 
TB.  Although  the tools in hand are  effective, they need to be 

 
 

 

further improved and taken to scale to ensure the elimination 
of deaths among people living with HIV becomes a reality. 
There is urgent need for a point-of-care diagnostic tool for TB 
that can be used in the community. Drug regimens need to be 
simplified taking into account side effects, drug-drug 
interactions, and to allow for the needs of special populations 
such as pregnant and nursing women, children, people who 
use drugs and co-infections such as viral hepatitis.  
 
TB remains the most common AIDS-defining illness and the 
leading cause of HIV-associated death, accounting for an 
estimated 320,000 HIV-related deaths in 2012. The impact 
resulting from enormous investment made into HIV is being 
undermined by a disease that is both preventable and curable.  
 
Efforts need to be urgently stepped up to address these gaps 
and to eliminate HIV-related TB deaths. Ambassador Eric 
Goosby will therefore be convening, on behalf of the World 
Health Organization, a high level international consultation in 
conjunction with AIDS 2014 in Melbourne, Australia on 20th 
July 2014 from 09:00-13:00. Meeting participants will include 
opinion leaders, leading researchers and scientists, activists 
and civil society, and TB and HIV policy makers and 
programme managers.  A light lunch will also be provided.  
Attendance will be by invitation only and on a first come first 
serve basis. If you are interested in participating please send 
your interest to tbhiv@who.int at your earliest convenience 
but no later than close of business on 4th July 2014. A 
meeting agenda will be posted in due course. 
 

Objectives of the meeting 

The overall aim of the meeting is to catalyse an accelerated response and high level political buy-in for HIV-associated TB to 
bring about the elimination of TB deaths among people living with HIV. The objectives of the meeting are: 
 

 To review progress in the global and regional response and political commitment for the prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of HIV-related TB  

 To identify the gaps and barriers preventing the elimination of TB/HIV deaths, and highlight sustainable opportunities 
for advancing the response  

 To identify next steps, including opportunities to fill the research gaps and catalyse innovation, critical for eliminating 
deaths from TB among people living with HIV   
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